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Personal Prophecy

The Purpose of Personal Prophecy
· But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening,  encouragement and comfort. 1 Cor 14:3 (NIV)

· But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 1 Cor 14:3 (NKJV)

· But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 1 Cor 14:3 (NAS95)
· Edification (strengthen/build up)

· Exhortation (encouragement)

· Comfort (consolation)

· These are all positive see Phil 4:8-9

Characteristics of Personal Prophecy

· It gives hope ( a sense of positive change and progress).

· It is a word from God, you cannot make it happen (1 Tim 4:14-16), but we can and must pray it into being.

· No one person should make a major decision on personal prophecy; involve your leaders & pastors.

· Confirming – something you have already heard or are deciding upon.

· It sets a general direction for your life.

The Nature of Personal Prophecy

All prophecies are partial, progressive and conditional

· Partial – means incomplete, some things are not revealed, it does not mean that part of the prophecy is true, part not true (think about that one!).

· Progressive – unfolding; each successive prophecy adds further information.

· Conditional – some are not fulfilled because the conditions are not met (This can depend on your view of God. Do prophecies have a sell-by date?)

3 Stages of Prophecy (not necessarily from one person)

· Revelation

· Interpretation

· Application

4 Sources of “Prophecy”

· from God

· from my observations

· from my opinions

· from the enemy

The Practice of Prophecy

· as far as possible record any personal prophecies

· do it publicly, not in corners or one to one

· accountability: give the person the opportunity to come for clarification, perhaps with one of their leaders

· never say “God has clearly told me…” use “I believe God has said…”, do not be dogmatic

· do not share negative words publicly, the purpose of the word is redemptive, talk to them privately with their leaders

· the enemies of prophecy are ambition and flattery, watch out for them in yourself, as well as those bringing prophecies to you

Processing Personal Prophecy

· Pray about/around it

· Wait – timing is the hardest thing to get right with regard to prophecy

· Keep prophecies given to you, say in a notebook, read them together as a whole.

· Revisit them

· Prepare, plan and build towards its fulfilment

Personal prophecies require faith to fulfil and obedience to obtain.

Collated from notes from a number of speakers & books. Not sure who said what, but includes Dave Ricahrds, Bryn Jones, Graham Cooke, Bill Hamon.


